
CAESAR RODNEY 

SSTTAATTEE -- Delaware 

AAGGEE -- 47 (Born: 10/7/1728) 

HHOOMMEE -- Dover, Delaware 

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN -- Local Schools 

FFAAMMIILLYY -- Never Married, No Children 

JJOOBBSS BBEEFFOORREE CCOONNGGRREESSSS -- Lawyer, Judge, Sheriff, Militia Captain, Legislator 

WWHHAATT HHEE IISS LLIIKKEE -- Patriot, Tough, Good Horse Rider, Man of the Hour 

WWHHEERREE TTOO FFIINNDD HHIIMM IINN PPHHIILLAADDEELLPPHHIIAA -- Resting in his room from his ride! 

BBEEFFOORREE TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS Caesar Rodney grew up in Delaware where his father owned an 800 acre 

plantation. Despite a lack of formal schooling, Caesar used his great abilities to have a successful 

career in serving the public. He worked as a sheriff, captain in the militia, judge, and a legislator. 

Caesar was a great Patriot and was one of the leaders in Delaware of  the opposition to the British. 

AATT TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS Although Caesar was a delegate at the Congress from 1774 on, he was 

often away in Delaware helping the colony's government and militia. The day before the Continental 

Congress had to vote one way or another for or against independence, Rodney received an urgent mes-

sage from Thomas McKean, his friend and fellow delegate from Delaware. The message told Rodney 

that the other delegate from Delaware, George Read, had voted against independence and only Caesar's 

vote would break the tie. Caesar rode his horse all night through a terrible storm to cast the deciding 

vote for independence. 

DDAATTEE OOFF DDEEAATTHH 6/29/1784, (55 Years Old) 



 

 

            

                

                      

              

    

CAESAR RODNEY 

CCOONNGGRREESSSSIIOONNAALL IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONNSS:: 

FFIINNAALL VVOOTTIINNGG:: 

You like Thomas Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration of 

Independence. However, when delegates object to the passage in the 

Declaration that talks badly of the British People and others object 

to the passage that is critical of slavery, you agree to take the two 

passages out of Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration. 

******IImmppoorrttaanntt******(When the final vote begins you slip quietly to the 

back of the room near the door. When it comes time for Delaware 

to vote at the last minute as your name is called, you rush into the 

Assembly Room exhausted from a long ride on your horse). 

When the final vote is called to accept the Declaration of 

Independence you stand and say: II aamm ttiirreedd,, bbuutt II wwoouulldd 

ttrraavveell aannyywwhheerree,, aannyyttiimmee aanndd tthhrroouugghh aannyy wweeaatthheerr ttoo 

aannsswweerr tthhee ccaallll ooff mmyy ccoouunnttrryy!! II,, CCaaeessaarr RRooddnneeyy ooff 

DDeellaawwaarree,, vvoottee AAYYEE ffoorr tthhee DDeeccllaarraattiioonn ooff 

IInnddeeppeennddeennccee.. 
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