
JOHN MORTON 

SSTTAATTEE -- Pennsylvania 

AAGGEE -- 52 (Born: 1724) 

HHOOMMEE -- Ridley Township (Chester), Pennsylvania 

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN -- Taught by Stepfather 

FFAAMMIILLYY -- 1 Marriage, 8 Children 

JJOOBBSS BBEEFFOORREE CCOONNGGRREESSSS -- Surveryor, Farmer 

WWHHAATT HHEE IISS LLIIKKEE -- Family Man, Home Town Boy, Slave owner 

WWHHEERREE TTOO FFIINNDD HHIIMM IINN PPHHIILLAADDEELLPPHHIIAA -- Talking with Benjamin Franklin 

BBEEFFOORREE TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS John Morton grew up in Pennsylvania and learned surveying from his step-

father. When he was 30, John entered politics and this became his major work from then on. He 

became an important judge in Pennsylvania. Despite his rise within Pennsylvania politics, John 

Morton was very loyal to the people in his home town. 

AATT TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS John Morton was sent to the Continental Congress in 1774. At the con-

gress he was one of a group of moderate delegates, men who had not yet decided to vote for independ-

ence or against it. However, on July 1, 1776, on the advice of his friend Benjamin Franklin, John 

Morton suddenly decided to vote for independence. 

DDAATTEE OOFF DDEEAATTHH 1777, (53 Years Old) 



 

 

        

              

JOHN MORTON 

CCOONNGGRREESSSSIIOONNAALL IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONNSS:: You like Thomas Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration of 

Independence. However, when delegates object to the passage in the 

Declaration that talks badly of the British People and others object 

to the passage that is critical of slavery, you agree to take the two 

passages out of Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration. 

FFIINNAALL VVOOTTIINNGG:: When the final vote is called to accept the Declaration of 

Independence you stand and say: II,, JJoohhnn MMoorrttoonn ooff 

PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa,, vvoottee aayyee ffoorr tthhee DDeeccllaarraattiioonn ooff 

IInnddeeppeennddeennccee.. 
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