
LEWIS MORRIS 

SSTTAATTEE -- New York 

AAGGEE -- 50 (Born: 4/8/1726) 

HHOOMMEE -- West Chester County, New York 

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN -- Yale College 

FFAAMMIILLYY -- 1 Marriage, 10 Children 

JJOOBBSS BBEEFFOORREE CCOONNGGRREESSSS -- Legislator, Estate Owner 

WWHHAATT HHEE IISS LLIIKKEE -- Wealthy, Patriot, Friendly 

WWHHEERREE TTOO FFIINNDD HHIIMM IINN PPHHIILLAADDEELLPPHHIIAA -- Out looking for Native Americans to get help to fight the 

British! 

BBEEFFOORREE TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS Lewis Morris was born in New York on a vast estate which he later man-

aged. When he got older, Lewis gained an interest in local politics. Soon he became critical of the 

British even though all of his neighbors were Tories. 

AATT TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS Lewis Morris was chosen as a delegate to the Continental Congress in 1775. 

He specialized in military and Indian affairs while serving in congress. Even though he was a great 

Patriot, the Tories were very strong in New York and Lewis and the other New York delegates were 

instructed not to vote for independence, although Lewis did sign the Declaration of Independence. 

DDAATTEE OOFF DDEEAATTHH 1/22/1798, (71 Years Old) 



 

 

          

                

                      

LEWIS MORRIS 

CCOONNGGRREESSSSIIOONNAALL IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONNSS:: 

FFIINNAALL VVOOTTIINNGG:: 

You like Thomas Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration of 

Independence. However, when delegates object to the passage in the 

Declaration that talks badly of the British People and others object 

to the passage that is critical of slavery, you agree to take the two 

passages out of Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration. 

When the final vote is called to accept the Declaration of 

Independence you stand and say: II,, LLeewwiiss MMoorrrriiss ooff NNeeww 

YYoorrkk,, ccaann nnoott vvoottee ffoorr tthhee DDeeccllaarraattiioonn ooff IInnddeeppeennddeennccee 

uunnttiill ttoolldd ttoo bbyy tthhee NNeeww YYoorrkk CCoonnggrreessss.. II aabbssttaaiinn,, 

CCOOUURRTTEEOOUUSSLLYY!! 
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