
STEPHEN HOPKINS 

SSTTAATTEE -- Rhode Island 

AAGGEE -- 69 (Born: 3/7/1707) 

HHOOMMEE -- Providence, Rhode Island 

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN -- Self-Taught 

FFAAMMIILLYY -- 2 Marriages, 7 Children 

JJOOBBSS BBEEFFOORREE CCOONNGGRREESSSS -- Farmer, Surveyor, Businessman 

WWHHAATT HHEE IISS LLIIKKEE -- Kind, Smart, Loves Science 

WWHHEERREE TTOO FFIINNDD HHIIMM IINN PPHHIILLAADDEELLPPHHIIAA -- Talking about Science with Ben Franklin 

BBEEFFOORREE TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS Stephen Hopkins grew up in Rhode Island and entered politics early 

on. He was Governor of Rhode Island ten times. In addition he set up a library like his friend Ben 

Franklin with whom he shared an interest in science and education. Stephen strongly opposed slavery 

and wrote one of the earliest antislavery laws in the United States. He wrote an important docu-

ment supporting independence and became known as one of the great Patriot leaders. 

AATT TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS Stephen Hopkins was elected to the Continental Congress in 1774. An old 

man when he signed the Declaration of Independence, his hand was shaking and he said "My hand 

trembles, but my heart does not!" 

DDAATTEE OOFF DDEEAATTHH 4/13/1785, (78 Years Old) 



 

 

        

              

STEPHEN HOPKINS 

CCOONNGGRREESSSSIIOONNAALL IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONNSS:: You like Thomas Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration of 

Independence. However, when delegates object to the passage in the 

Declaration that talks badly of the British People and others object 

to the passage that is critical of slavery, you agree to take the two 

passages out of Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration. 

FFIINNAALL VVOOTTIINNGG:: When the final vote is called to accept the Declaration of 

Independence you stand and say: II,, SStteepphheenn HHooppkkiinnss ooff RRhhooddee 

IIssllaanndd,, vvoottee aayyee ffoorr tthhee DDeeccllaarraattiioonn ooff IInnddeeppeennddeennccee.. 

After signing the document you say: my hand trembles but my heart 

does not! 
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