
  

  

WILLIAM ELLERY 

SSTTAATTEE -- Rhode Island 

AAGGEE -- 48 (Born: 12/22/1727) 

HHOOMMEE -- Newport, Rhode Island 

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN -- Harvard College 

FFAAMMIILLYY -- 2 Marriages, 16 Children 

JJOOBBSS BBEEFFOORREE CCOONNGGRREESSSS -- Lawyer 

WWHHAATT HHEE IISS LLIIKKEE -- Patriotic, Wealthy, Busy, Scholar 

WWHHEERREE TTOO FFIINNDD HHIIMM IINN PPHHIILLAADDEELLPPHHIIAA -- In the Library 

BBEEFFOORREE TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS William Ellery grew up in Newport, Rhode Island and tried several pro-

fessions before deciding to become a lawyer. He supported the Independence Movement early on and 

worked on several Revolutionary committees. Rhode Island sent him as a delegate to the Continental 

Congress in May of 1776. 

AATT TTHHEE CCOONNGGRREESSSS He bravely supported the Declaration even though he thought that all of the 

delegates were signing their own death warrants. He stood behind the table where the delegates signed 

the Declaration of Independence to see their expressions as they signed. 

DDAATTEE OOFF DDEEAATTHH 2/15/1820, (92 Years Old) 



 

 

          

              

      

          

WILLIAM ELLERY 

CCOONNGGRREESSSSIIOONNAALL IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONNSS:: 

FFIINNAALL VVOOTTIINNGG:: 

AATT TTHHEE SSIIGGNNIINNGG:: 

You like Thomas Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration of 

Independence. However, when delegates object to the passage in the 

Declaration that talks badly of the British People and others object 

to the passage that is critical of slavery, you agree to take the two 

passages out of Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration. 

When the final vote is called to accept the Declaration of 

Independence you stand and say: II,, WWiilllliiaamm EElllleerryy ooff RRhhooddee 

IIssllaanndd,, vvoottee aayyee ffoorr tthhee DDeeccllaarraattiioonn ooff IInnddeeppeennddeennccee.. 

During the signing of the Declaration of Independence you stand 

next to John Hancock and watch the delegates sign. When John 

Adams asks you what you are doing, you say: II aamm wwaattcchhiinngg 

tthheessee mmeenn ssiiggnn tthheeiirr ddeeaatthh wwaarrrraannttss!!!! 
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